
Hunt Favors Free -Road on Banks 
Chairman Joe Hunt of the 

Sfate Highway Commission has 
raised the possibility that a free 
highway - rather than a toll 
road-will be built along the 
Outer Banks. 

Hunt said Thursday he has 
"an idea" for building a free 
road, "but I'm doing some re
search on it before I get into 
it." ,, 

The chairman didn't wish lo 
give any details at this time. 

"We're thinking in terms of what's being done about the Presumably, a free "coastal WeeksviUe, one of four authori-
something else (other than a proposed toll road planned by highway" would have to be ty members, said Hunt (who's 
loll road) but I don't want to the N. C. Turnpike Authority. built with regular State-federal also a member) should either 
say what it is until I find out Runt said be informed the funds or with bond money. get busy with plans for the toll 
how practical it is," he com- reporters that nothing is being The turnpike authority _ha~ road or delegate his authority 
menled. done right now-and won't be completed much of the prehm1- in the matter to someone else. 

Hunt tossed out the first hint until plans are finished for nary work for its proposed toll Another authority member, 
that a free road may be in spending the $300 million road road ( approved by the Terry T. Baxter Williams Jr .. chimed 
the offing when he was in Hert- bond issue approved by voters Sanford highway commission) in with complaints of his own, 
ford earlier this week for a in 1965. and has promises from land- claiming Hunt had given him 
bridge dedication. "I told them we may never owners to donate much of the the "brushoff" when he asked 

Hunt was pressed by news- put a toll road down there," needed right-of-way. about the status of toll plans. 
men for some statement on Hunt slated. The turnpike is planned as a Hunt said at the time he 

29-mile highway tying in with had no intention of working on 
US 158 on the south and running a toll road until he mapped 
from near Duck in Dare County out spending plans for the bond 
to the Virginia line. issue, adding: "There's lots I 

The road would be laid 500 don't understand about this 
lo 900 feet from the Atlantic turnpike business." 

Ocean lo guard against hurri- --,:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-
11 

cane damage and promote de-
velopment of waterfront proper
ty. 

The turnpike's work 
at screeched lo a halt with the 

change of Stale administrations 
and has been dormant pending 
plans on the road bond pro
gram. 

Hunt has expressed careful 
doubts in the past about putting 
North Carolina in the toll road 
business-despite the fact that 
the 1965 Ckneral Assembly ex
tended the turnpike authority's 
power so it can plan toll roads 

ake anywhere in the State. 
The authority had previously 

ges been limited to planning one 
toll road no more than 100 
miles long. 

The bill to broaden the au. 
lhorily's power was introduced 
by State Sen. Carl Meares of 
F~fr Bluff, who was later ap. 
po!nl_ed Lo lhe hlghway com. 
m1SS1on by Governor Moore. 

~unt's proceed-with-caution 
pohcy o~ lhe toll road has 
earned him some criticism. 

In January, Vernon James of 
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Vir- H "d. I t· f th [d be continued from Page One e sa1 . oca ~on o e pro-

1dard propQsed • with the stipulation posed coastal studies labora-· 
es. that the license must be posted tory has not been settled. How-

. Ogil-. publicly. ever, he said there is an ap-
/ ;~6,: If approved, s~ch a require- parent willingness on the part 

ment would go mto effect on of the National Park Service 
three Oct. 1, 196~· to locate such resear'ch facil-

,, lf _ a~d Two Tracts ities on their properties. f-. 
., ropr1a- R W"ld J h ·g d ~,-,- alaries Turner said two additional oy , 1 er r., w ? resi ne __ -: , ,, . 

tracts of land for the Cape as secretary I and . director of ~ __ -~ -~"' 
of t Lookout National Park had been the commission, was praised : 

acquired, making a I total of for his work. His successor' Bill' . ' ,. 
of around 85 per cent now ·owned Johnson was presented to , the - - • -
t- by the State. , •·~ ~ 

Turner said the remainder members. . : , • '. 
. will be difficult to acquire and • A totir of beach erosion proj- ~ 

will likely_ have to resort to ects at Cape Hatteras National 
1 

_ 

condem~abon proceedmgs. Park was held Friday after- ._ 
He said he hopes to complete . __ , 

acquisition with in 12 months. noon. . S~turd~y mormng the 
earn Chairman Woodrow Price comm1ss1on will travel to Cur- ---
s lef said . consi~era~ion ~s under rituck County to visit various • _ ,~ ~--_.,,..,.. - --

study _of legi~l3:bon ~h1ch would projects here. Next meeting of - --
rts • establish ~uildmg lines and al- the Seashore Commission is I · 
:t • . e low counties and local govern- slated for the Wilmington area. 
pus on men~s to s~t up such pro_grams. A date bas not been announced. -
e ty Price said these are vital . for 
m' storm control projects, which 
0{ e would involve federal and Sta~e 

h funds. . 
~ He said there was general 

e agreement for such building 
to lines at Morehead City and also 

• igl • expression for possible need for 
✓ 3ch ~ such requirement~ along the 

k 
as well. 

as e 
srovide Retain Rights 
;upple- Col. George Pickett,. director 
heard of the Depai:tment of Water 

luded. Resources, said property own
of th; ers would not lose their rights 
ivas 8 by the property lines and would 

f c not be required to give d~eds. 
~nr ai~ Pickett pointed out that those 
• • counties which are ready to 
, 1968- carry ·out those programs when 
eation funds !Ir~ received ~ll be giv

•. th' en prionty on a first come, 
18 first serve basis. 

used "It's for your protection 
mem- against ,storms," Pickett told 
,4, So property Qwners at the meet
-" • mg. 

Ch.airman Price said such 
$217

1
,d· improvements at Carolina and 

wou Wrightsville beaches have in
to~al creased property values there 
iSlOD, in addition to providing storm 
vould protection. 

_ new Dr. Arthur Cooper of North 
mog. Carolina State University at Ra

leigh reported two coastal stud-
ient, 1es are upder way i . volving 

•~ movement and ion. -

\ 


